B ALK OF THE Tows

Clay Newsom and the Quarter Moon Band release new CD

By Helen Wale Turner

hile many other 15-
s ’s / year-olds spend their
Friday and Saturday

nights at ballgames or on dates,
15-year-old Clay Newsom is usu-
ally singing and tearing up the
keyboard at a local restaurant or
ther venue as a member of the
Quarter Moon Band.

The band has a large local fol-
lowing which was never more evi-
dent than June 5 when their CD
release party was held at
LaCarreta’s in Denham Springs.
The band played to an overflow
crowd and stayed busy signing
CDs throughout the night. Their
self-titled CD presents a variety of
their most-requested songs that
include a little boogie woogie and
a lot of dance music. The entire
CD is strictly them, with no out-
side musicians or vocalists.

Clay plays bass, keyboard and
sax; other members are Sherry
Newsom, rhythm guitar; Jeff
Newsom, guitar; and Paul
Golmon, on drums. Sherry and Jeff
are Clay’s proud parents, and all
three of them take turns on vocals.

Jeff, Sherry and Paul, a
Denham Springs policeman, were
members of the original Quarter
Moon Band in the early 90s. After
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Clay Newsom, left, plays some of his favorite boogie woogie music during the CD release party for Clay Newsom and the
Quarter Moon Band at LaCarretta’s in Denham Springs June 5. Sherry Newsom plays guitar and Paul Golmon is on drums.

disbanding several years later, the
Newsoms gave little thought to
starting another band until Clay

put the idea in their heads a few
years ago. At the time, 10-year-old
Clay was rather disinterested in the

piano lessons he was taking
because the only music he was

See Clay Newsom, p22
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Tiki Tubing, from p15

located, plus, a dirty river would hurt his business.

“We want you to bag all your trash in the mesh
trash bags that are sent along with you, so that the
river stays beautiful,” he said. “You can bag your or
someone else’s trash, and for every full trash bag you
return to us, you receive a coupon for $5 off your next
trip. Plus, we pick up trash along our section of the
river three times a week. I travel the Amite River from
St. Helena to Maurepas on a regular basis, and the
cleanest stretch of river is where our customers tube.”

Tiki Tubing is located at 33203 Hwy 1019, and is
open seven days a week. Customers can start tubing at
8 a.m. and the last chance to put in is at 3 p.m.
Naturally, business is heaviest on the weekend, so
tubers Monday through Thursday have the river
almost to themselves.

Labor Day weekend will be the last chance to
experience Tiki Tubing before it closes for the season;
they open again in April as soon as the weather has
warmed up enough to allow the fun to resume.

Fore announced that coming to Tiki Tubing in
October will be the first zip line in the Gulf South
region. Once the zip line is up, the facility will be
open for fun year round.

Visit www.tikitubing.com for more information
on the zip line and updates of opening day. The web-
site also has a map showing Tiki Tubing’s location
and lots of photos of tubers having fun on the river.
They accept cash and all major credit cards, but no
personal checks. Call 225-223-1156 or email con-
tact@tikitubing.com.
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Clay Newsom from p14
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allowed to play by his teacher was classical.
Then, one day, Jeff took Clay to see the Ray
Charles biopic, and Clay was inspired.

“The music really touched me,” said Clay.
“It’s a style of music you can really get into.”

“On the way home, all he could talk about
was playing music like Ray Charles,” said
Jeff. “When we got home, I showed him a
rock-and-roll-style piano riff and told him to
practice playing it. I left for awhile, and when
I came back in I heard this rocking music that
I thought was the radio, but it turned out to be
Clay. I started practicing with him, and he
consumed my entire piano knowledge pretty
quickly. We started talking about playing pro-
fessionally, and we recruited Paul to come
back and play drums for us. We decided to
resurrect the Quarter Moon name, and it was-
n’t long before we had our first gig.”

Clay stated, “After that first gig, I knew I
wanted to be a performer.”

The group played a variety of local venues
including restaurants, fairs and casinos, and
Clay was exposed to blues festivals and other
music events. One night they went to
Spitale’s, a restaurant in Amite, where a
pianist played for the customers.

“When the piano player took a break, Clay
asked if he could play,” Jeff said. “They
thought this 10-year-old kid was going to play
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“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” or something.”
Clay said. “I sat down at the high-back
piano and all anyone could see was the top of

my head. I started playing boogie woogie
music, and everyone starting walking up to
look around the piano to see who was play-
ing. They let me keep playing, and I ended up
with about $200 in tips that night.”

They made many return trips to Spitale’s
for Clay to play and sing, and his popularity
there led to them playing at the Washington
Parish Fair and his sharing a stage with
Dorothy Moore, the grammy-winning blues
artist. He has made a name for himself on the
blues circuit and is often invited up on stage
to jam with blues greats such as Eddie Shaw,
George Winston, James Johnson, Jr., Kenny
Fife and many others.

Clay counts among his influences legends
such as Jerry Lee Lewis, Elvis, Stevie
Wonder, Patsy Cline, Reba McEntire, Aretha
Franklin and, of course, Ray Charles. And
while blues and boogie woogie music are his
favorites, he also loves to play big
band/swing music. Most of all, he loves play-
ing with their family band which serves up a
variety of pop, blues, boogie woogie and
country music.

“When we play and sing together, we’re so
tight, we know exactly what the others are
going to do,” said Clay, “and we don’t often
make mistakes.”

Clay has performed hundreds of shows
over the last five years and never tires of per-
forming or practicing, and he loves it when he
hears one of his songs on the radio. DJ
Roland Doucet often plays the band’s songs
on his Saturday Morning Rocking Cajun
Show on 100.7 FM, and he recently had Clay
on as a live guest.

So what’s next for the Walker High School
sophomore? The band plans to go right back
into the studio to do an all-original CD, with
all songs written by Clay. Beyond that and
beyond high school, Clay’s not sure where his
music will lead him, but he knows he wants
to pursue a music career.

Sherry and Jeff support his ambition, even
if that means he may eventually goes solo.
They both love music themselves — they met
at a music festival — and understand what
music means to him. Right now, they’re
savoring the moment.

“There’s a lot of work to this
business,”Jeff said. “It’s not just showing up
and singing. But when I’m performing with
my wife and son, it’s pretty special.”

Sherry added, “We love to do this because
it puts smiles on peoples’ faces. It's wonderful
to have the greatest friends and family sup-
port you and to be able to play music for the
best people ever ... it's awesome!”

Keep up with the band at claynewsom.com
or email sherryfn@aol.com.
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