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Principal Cindy Riddle, left, picks up school supplies for Eastside Elementary School from Assessor Jeff Taylor, ce
te]he Need drive that provides supplies fo needy children throughout Livingston Parish.

nter, and Brent Dugas, right, durint the 2009 Assess

Assess the Need marks a decade of helping local children

By Helen Wale Turner

ooking back on the last 10 years, friends and family members who worked in the
I Livingston Parish Assessor Jeff Taylor is school system and shared stories about how they
surprised that the Assess the Need project purchased supplies out of their own paychecks for

has grown as much as it has — but then, he admits ~ needy children,” Taylor explained. “I began mak-

he was surprised the project ever got off the ing plans based on my own estimate of about 200
ground back in the summer of 2000. That’s when = needy students.
Taylor learned there were a number of students “I figured we could raise $5,000 which would

whose families couldn’t afford to buy them school  give us $25 to spend on each student, so we

supplies and decided to take on the project of pro-  plowed ahead,” Taylor said. “When I called the

viding supplies for those children. school superintendent to tell him what we were
“The idea grew out of conversations with planning to do, I was shocked to learn that the
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actual number of children who needed help was
about 10 percent of the system’s 15,000 enroll-
ment — which meant 1,500 kids instead of the 200
we had planned for. It also meant we would have
to raise more than $30,000.”

The news disheartened Taylor to the point
where he was considering abandoning the project
—until he had a heart-to-heart talk with his moth-
er.

“She told me that if I felt called to do this, I

See Assess the Need, p17
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Lake After Hours treats:

by the tables Would » Minor cuts that may e
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give one quarter, » Possible broken bones i
or simple fractures ﬁr : -"'f-‘
Assess the Need would [} » sprains and strains =
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have enough money to » Ear or eye infections ; . :

. » Severe sore throat A sil |'_'-,Ir 5||P up i1s no
do the program twice & Vamitingddiarrhea =l Iaughing matter.
each year. Call Lakeline Direct=at wWhen you take a slip, trip

Jeff Taylor, h‘ﬁ]?ﬁ?ﬁ'mﬁﬁlﬂl or fall, we'll help get you
- : or Visit us online at back on your feet with
Livingston Parish Assessor LakeATterHOUrs.com quality, converient care.

for howurs 2nd locations.

S — LakeAﬁerH@rs
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Physmons Pork

31985 Hwy 16, Denham Springs ® 721-8800

For more information, visit www.lakeafterhours.com

To Order or receive a list

I R of other 1tems email
Volunteers of all ages sort supplies and help make Assess b o 2 COASTALFLEURDELIS@GMAIL.COM
the Need a success each year. 2 ] OR CALL BRIAN - 225-335-2460

should do it on faith and the Lord would provide what
we needed,” he said. “I thought about it a long time
and decided to go ahead. We got permission from Wal-
Mart to set up in front of their store to solicit dona-
tions. Wal-Mart has been a wonderful partner to us
from the beginning. Once we saw how great the need
was and we shared that with the public, the outpouring
of support was just overwhelming.

That first year, Assess the Need raised a couple
hundred dollars more than they needed to provide for
those 1,500 children. Each year that number grows,
and each year, somehow, they receive just a little more
in donations than they need. Over the years, the pro-
gram has helped thousands of families and provided
more than $380,000 in supplies to parish schools.

There is no application process for assistance from
the Assess the Need campaign. Families needing help
should contact their child’s principal or school coun-
selor who are responsible for identifying needy chil-
dren and distributing supplies to them.

This year, Taylor anticipates they will need supplies
for about 2,300 children. To meet that goal, volunteers
will be outside both parish Wal-Mart stores later this

mont ity oty verwiswots | |00 01 £0 WWW. LivingstonBusiness.com
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These supplies help to send a strong message
to these children that they matter and that our
communities believe in them. That’s the most
powerful aspect of this program.

Jeff Taylor,
Livingston Parish Assessor

How you can help a

child succeed

Basic school supplies such as notebooks,
paper, scissors, glue, crayons, markers, pen-
cils, rulers, pocket folders and a book bag
can be purchased by the Assess the Need
program for about $20 to $25 for each child,
although any amount - even a dollar - will
help reach the goal of providing supplies to
2,300 children this year. Here’s how you can
help give local children the tools they need
to learn and succeed:

* Donate cash to the volunteers who will
be outside the Wal-Mart stores in Denham
Springs and Walker July 18 -19, 25-26 and
Aug 1-2.

* Mail your donation to P. O. Box 1802,
Denham Springs, LA 70727

* Drop off donations at the Livingston
Parish Assessor’s Office, 29940 Magnolia
Street, Livingston. Call 225-686-7278 for
more information.

* Visit their website AssesstheNeed.com
and make an online contribution through
Pay Pal.

* Volunteer to help, even if just for 30
minutes. For volunteer information, call
225-938-4386.

Sponsors who help make Assess the Need a success

Publishing; Dr. Michael Sceroler, DDS; Venessa Lewis
Graphic Design; Mary Lee Donuts of Denham Springs;
and Volks Constructors

give one quarter, they would have enough
money to do the program not once but twice
each year. Donations of cash and supplies are
accepted, but cash donations allow them to
make the money go further since their bulk
purchases are discounted by Wal-Mart and are
tax-free. Each year the goal includes providing
not only items such as notebooks and pencils,
but also a brand new booksack for every child.
“You can’t underestimate how much it
means to a child for them to have a booksack
of their own,” said Taylor. “You also can’t
underestimate how important it is for a child to
have the supplies they need to do their lessons
and for them not to have to say several times a
day, ‘I don’t have one,” when instructed to take
out a notebook, ruler, etc. The supplies give
students the tools they need to do their work

and be successful in the classroom, but more
than that, these supplies help to send a strong
message to the children that they matter and
that the community believes in them. That’s the
most powerful aspect of this program.

“We starting providing supplies to kids 10
years ago, so that means the first group of kids
we helped are now entering 11th grade,” Taylor
noted. “We’ll never know how many made it
that far, instead of dropping out, because they
had the supplies to do their school work. We’ll
never know how many of them will go on to
become a great doctor, journalist, teacher or
maybe the next assessor. But we know we’re
making a difference. But it’s not this office that
deserves the credit; it’s the volunteers and the
people and businesses who donate money and
make this possible.”

This year’s Assess the Need generous partners
include Wal-Mart stores of Denham Springs, Walker,
BR-O’Neal Lane and Central; media sponsors are

Fairburn & Associates; Ryan’s Family Steakhouse;
EATEL; Pelican State Credit Union; Auto-Chlor
Services; Entergy of Louisiana; Plantation Management;
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Livingston Business & Real Estate Journal; WAFB-TV;
The Advocate; Livingston Parish News.

Businesses include Keller Williams Realty;
McDonald’s of Baton Rouge; Gilmore & Son
Construction; Ferrara Fire Apparatus; Taylor Media

Bond-Wroten Eye Clinic; M.A. Allen Realty Group.
Forrest Grove Plantation; Boyer, Hebert & Abels,
Attorneys at Law; Hancock Bank; Capital One Bank;
Henderson Auctions; Retired Teachers of Livingston
Parish; C-Del, Inc.; Lamar Advertising; Team Honda;

Organizations and churches include Livingston
Federation of Teachers; Pilot Club of Denham Springs;
Livingston Kiwanis Club; AmVets Auxillary Post 68;
Denham Springs Lions Club; Denham Springs Rotary
Club; Redeeming Life; Unity Prayer Center.

Services; Richard Price Contractors; Weyerhauser; Alvin

WE HAVE HIGH QUALITY HOMES
OWNERS INSURANCE COMPANIES

SAFECO * FARMERS * IMPERIAL - FOREMOST

> AUTO
> GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE AND BENEFITS

- We represent over 30 companies

- We always make references available

- We have a 99+% customer satisfaction

- We are focused on Serving “YOU” our customer

PERSONAL PROPOSALS
WRITTEN FOR YOU!

CROWN STANDARD
INSURANCE AGENCY

Quality Plans, Excellent Service!

644-8406 * Gonzales

page 18 « JULY 2010 ¢ LIVINGSTON BUSINESS & REAL ESTATE JOURNAL ¢ livingstonbusiness.com

Team Toyota; Clear Channel Communications; Life
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Schooland - -
medical Uniform BARCO |

“Livingston Parish School Board
Approved Vendor”

Latest Styles
Sizes starting at 2T
Slim * Husky » Half Size

225.665.7989

13475 Vera McGowan - Walker
1 block north of the 1-12 Walker Exit
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